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1HE CASE FOR CONSnilJICYl 






H e's now. paunchier. and lurtWnecked. No longer i« lie the lawyer who atomi l)etbre a blue-ribbon, 

bi-panisan court, oi inquiry hcarkti by the Chief Jiwjtice of the UuiU>d and »ix ocher impeceahlv^credentiaUjd 

Americans, and repr^sserued Mra. Margueftte C)ftwal<l m doubts on the guilt of her late son-Le«- Harvey 

i>swald the accuser! assassin of John Fitjigemld Kemie<iy. the 32ith Presi<ieiu of the United States. 

.Actually. Mark Lane didn’t succeed until a year after Oswald's guilty verdict came down, and long after Oswald had 
tmm killefi by Dallas Hthp.joint proprieti>r Jack Ruby in the Dallas jail house. It was thm that J..ane’s Ixmk. '"liuah to 
Judgment/’ came out, and stariLHl a movement. Only the movement is just ne^w t>eginning to move, eleven years later. 
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Back in 1964. mo»i Americans 
wanted desperately to believe the offi' 
cial report of The President's Com* 
mission on the Assassination of Presi* 
dent Kennedy. Now they can't. Back 
in 1964 they still revered the Commis- 
sion’s two investigatory arnoi. the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
the Central Imeihgence Agency. Now 
they don't. 

Aa Mark Lane says. ‘"It’s no longer 
a question of convincing people that 
the Warren Commitmton Report was a 
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fraud. They know that. 'Fhey^re now 
ready to believe aimo.st any ex- 
planation. however craxy. just as long 
as it doesn't come from the govern- 
ment.*’ 

What is known is that most Ameri- 
cans want to go back to the begin- 
nmg, to Dealey Pla/4i in Dallas at 
12:31 C.B.T. on November 22, 

“The Zapruder film,” iMjys Lane. 
“Just look at the film. It’s all there, 
Fhe entire story of what really hap- 
pened/’ 


Reversed Film Frames 
The Zapnidcr film is a 1 7-foot -long 
sthp of color home movie film, lasting 
22 seconiis. It was shot by a Dallas 
dress manufacturer, the late Abra- 
ham Zapruder. while the presidential 
motorcade was coming dowi^ Elm 
Street, heading for the triple under- 
pass that would take it onto the 
Stemmons F reeway and from there to 
the Dallas Trade Mart. Mr. Zapruder 
saw it all. So did his 8- mm. Bell ^ 
Howell camera, and after the FBI 




looked rtl it. Time Incorporated 
it up for and re* 

certtly »old it twitk to son 

for n. 

ActuaUy, more people have iit>en 
the film than even Time Inrorporatod 
sviBpec.tis. A few yearn ago per!s»im(«t) 
unknown walkt?d out of the Tim^e 
phf)to laba with a boor leg copy of the 
onginal and pro<.^f^eiied to improve vt. 
To eiimumte the iferkine?>$ of the ama- 
tetir film, they blew up each and ev- 
ery frame on the entire strip and. in 
effect, created a new Zapruder nlrn— 
the film Al>e Zapruder would have 
shot ha<i he come wkh tripod and 
/a>om lens. 

What they ??aw made their hatr 
stand on edge: John F. Kennedy's 
head blown off by w'hat looks like m'o 
shotsS, one frmn th«j back (as the War- 
ren Commission had long insisted) 
and one that came from the front 
(which it denied). And no wonder. In 
comparing their film with pnnts of 
the film the (!*(>nmuseioii saw, a film 
technkian reali^teri that UU tho Com- 
nujftnon ft film was not a copy id' the 
original but a copy of a copy ta fact 
recently confirmed lay fonner Comnus- 
sign staff lawyer Arlen 8pt>cterl, (b) 
char at k?aftt l<t<xruciai francos were mif»- 
ing, and (c) that the most important 
sequence of the film, in which KeU' 
nedy receives the fatal ahoUa), was 
printed in reuf^mr in the Warren Re- 
port-leaving the Oommiftsjon no 
choice hut to conclude that if Ken- 
nedy's head had snapped forward, 
then he m\mt have, been shot fmm Che 
back By the time J. Edgar Hoover, 
the late FBI chief, ruefully e.Ypiained 
the reverse was due to a 
ror’’— the verdict Wiis already in. 

To underftumd the dastr.ling im|>«>r- 
tance of lihs aliver of film, you have 
to talk With Hobart Groden, a 20- 
yeav-old free-lance optics .spt?<ualiftt. 
Bob Grwien has lived with the Ket)- 
nedy assaasmation since November 
22. 1(^3. If was his IHrh birfhday. and 
the Zapruder film has bt?en his life’s 
work ever since. 

No film is m important to history 
as this 17-foot piece, running at Ih.-tJ 
frames |>er second* while the motor- 
cade traveled exactly 137 feel and ^ 
inciieft at preciaeiy 11.67 m.p.h, Gro- 
den says “it provides absolute, in- 
coinestabie proof of crossfire and 
conspiracy/' 

According to the Warren Cunimia- 
sion, Lee Harvey Oswald, perchei’i in a 
home-made sniperVs ne»t made of 
pat;king Inutea on the sixth floor of the 
'Fexoft St^hool Book Depository, fired 
his tirai .shot sometime between 
frame Z210 and Z224-15 frames or 
less than a second— during which 
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Kennedy was obscured from Za- 
pruder s camera by a large road sign, 
and from wi^ich we see him emerge, 
.starting to clutch hk tliroat, 

1'he second shot, the Commiiiiftion 
said, was a miss that hit the curb, 
causing a c«mcrete chip to fly off and 
wa>und a spectator. The thirti .shot 
was the fatal head shot. 

1'he Commi.sision inaiated that the 
rigiuhancied Oswald, with a stuggiah, 
bolt-action, ftingle-ahot World War II 
.^luplus. Italian-made Mmintiid>er''Car- 



The buli«i hole In Presidenl Kennedy’s 
shirt indicates that he was hit inches 
lower then the Warren Commission said* 


cano 6.5 mm. nfle, with a left-handed 
scope ordfo^d from a Chicago mail- 
order hous^f^ killed a Preftident and 
wmindcti a Gov«nu>r <J<dui B. Om- 
naily of Texas) with three rapid shots 
in succession, 

FBI sharpshooters who truMi to du- 
plicate this fmt Mid that the fastest 
rmssihle tim^ in which thiay etjuM get 
three shots off. without aiming, was 
4.6 seconds. I’he problem is that the* 
fastest Oftwold*,s gun coukl have fired 
two shoh ift 2.3 ftccoiuift. Yet, accord- 
ing to G rodeo ’ft an a iy, sis of the 
Zapruder film, the time lapse betwc'cn 
the moment Kennedy is hit and Con- 
illy Ls hit is only I.h seconds—too long 
for it to h/ive been one shot and not 


enough time for it to have been two 
ahots from the same rrfie. However, 
the Commission went ahead and post- 
ulated that the first shot wounded 
both Kennedy and Connally at the 
same ignoring the fact that the 
bullei wouki liave had to linger in the 
air fur Ld fteconds! 

The ”>iagic Bullet'’ 

Now. about that first shot, and 
what the conspiracy butts now call 
“the ma^pc bullet/’ On the record, it’s 
(.’ommissiun Exhibit (CE) 3f»L 

Tile Commi^ion svoukl have m be- 
lieve that this smgie bullet fai struck 
Kennedy in the back of the neck, {h} 
exited his throat (nicking the left side 
of his necktieL (cl hovered in the air 
for 1 .8secun<ift and then^ (d) with sharp, 
angular deviation Hew on towards 
ConrmMy, who sat diret tly in front of 
Kennedy, and who at that precise mo- 
ment wa.s turning around to .see what 
was causing the commotion. Next, (e) 
the bullet entered (!!onnailya hack 
near the right armpit, smasheti his 
fifth rib and (f ) the inside of his right 
wrist, ig) burrowed into his left thigh 
and then ih| worked its way out of 
('onnaliy co be discovered, hours later, 
in aear-prifttine condition lying on a 
stretcher at Parkland General Hospi- 
tal, where the dying President and the 
wounded Governor had lieen rushed. 
Even more a^^tounding. having in- 
fiicteii this awesome damage, the bul- 
let-which weighed 161.5 grams new-t 
lost only 2.5 grams or 1.5 |jercen( sub- 
stance. 

Why such a preposterous theory to 
begin with? .Aft former Warren Cotn- 
musftioii lawyer Arien Specter recently 
e.xpluine<i on mghttime TV. “Since the 
bullet in Kennedy’s throat wasn’t 
found in the car we simply assumed it 
mmt have lieen the ftame one that 
lodged in Connally and came out.” 

A more official explanation is the 
FBI's lieiief that from Oswald’s perch 
Kennedy would first have become vis- 
ible from frame Z2f)T to Z234 iwhen 
(^>nn«lly k shown being hit), and 
since this clearly wasn't enough time 
in which to get olY Cim .fthots it must 
have been one. A second shot in that 
narrow a time span would have 
meant a m'ond gunman, and that 
would have meant consinraey. 

According to the Zapruder film. 
Kennedy i» shown hit by tram# Z224. 
so Connally -hit at frame Z2<PI~-mu»t 
have been wounded at least half a 
second later. To account for that odd- 
ity. the Commission said that a bullet 
victim often doesn't react instama- 
neousiy to a hit; obviously, no Com 
mis-ftion meml>er has ever had a bullet 
shatter his rib. Oi cour«e w^hat it ig- 
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nureci was that if Kennedy were w- 
dee<i shot from the sixth floor rear, 
the bullet would hiive entereii right to 
left-^ven the direction and angle of 
the car— and thus miitsed tronnally 
altogether. 

Aeeording to the Parkland emer- 
gency surgeima. as well a» Che autopsy 
surgeons at Beth«^i Naval Hospital, 
the hole in the fmm of Kennedy's 
throat was six inehes higher than the 
‘"entrance wound'' in bijurk. 

Further undermining the single 
bullet conduaion, Groden rvms the 
flint back to frames Z155 to Z157— the 
exact moment at which witnesses told 
the Cowimisttiiion they heard “back- 
fire' and “firecrackers.” Kennedy ap* 
jwrars unhurt, but he abruptly atof)s 
waving and looks to the right, and 
then .starts waving again until Xl8H. 
When Kennedy st<H>s waving at 7Am, 
it’s i)ecause hi? « probably heani a bul- 
let— a real one. The one that hit the 
curb, the one the (Commission says was 
the first shot. 

Tlie film rolls on until 7201. Groden 
sto^. Hf? points u> a splice mark— and 
now enlarges that fraine> so we f«je a 
tree in the top half of the picture to the 
right, while on the bottom of that 
frame, the tree w in the middle. It's a 
sloppy editing job. but terribly .signifi- 
cant to tlie puxxie l>ei.*<iuse. as (Jrixien 
points out. to get that tree to move that 
rapidly would mean t'vfnoii/tg frames 
209, 210 ami 211. 

Why would anybody do that'.' (Jro- 
diui was curious and asked Time In- 
corporated. lliey explaineii that in 
tmn.sposing 21apruder « original 8-mm 
to ;i5-mm film in I9h3. an mexperi' 
em eci lab tef.’hnidan may have inad- 
vertently damaged th»? filni. 

Interesting. For Oswald to have 
gotten off rounds two and three by 
the time Kennedy’s head is blown off 
in Z3ld, the Commission would have 
hail to have Kennedy get hit by the 
first shot as soon as pi^ssihle in the 
7-apruder film. “If it weren't for that 
oak tree and Zapruders fibn,‘* says 
Gnulen. “they migitt have succeeded. 
But because t>f that tree, they had to 
concede the fimt shot came as late as 
Z210.'* But .since Kennedy is viewed, 
apparently unhurt at Z2l0, he cannot 
vet have i>ee« shot— unl<?s», of course, 
the liit registers n few frames there- 
after. By now. he is ofjscured by titat 
road sign. When we next see him 
emerge, at Z223, he is concluding his 
wave and hiurn't yet clutched his 
throat. That happ«?iis two frames 
later, at Z225. 

Now. at Z227. a second shot— this 
one penetrating the back, just nght of 
the spinal column— reache.s its target. 

Cormaily has turned around. Seven 


frames after 7.221, hii? cheeks puff out 
im a builoi kntH:ks the wind out of him. 

And now, the cfucbil shots iitrike 
Kennedy on the skull. Kennedy, Hia* 
br>dy held rigid by his back brac.e— Ls 
hurled violently back and sidewarils 
against Jacqueline with such force 
that it Uierally lifts him out of hia 
seat. The impact knocks him buck at 
100.3 rn.p.h. 

JacOtieline Kenne<ly later toki the 
Warren Commission: 'T was trying to 
hold his hair on. But frr>m the front 
there was nothing. I suppose there 
must have been. But from the buck 
you (^ouid see, you know, you were 


mounting and running up the slope 
toward what he assumes to be the 
sound of the fire^i gun, his own weap- 
on drown. 

Whnt reaiiy happeiieif ' Where did 
the iihom come from? How many assas- 
sins were there? If there were a plot 
who organized it? Financed it? Exe- 
cuted it? And whv? 

ClA Involvement? 

There is, after alt something pK>«i- 
tiveiy gnawing in the cryptic remark 
made by defnxjked <'1A sfwok James 
Jesvis Angeiton when asketi if the CI A 
was involved" m the Dallas killing. 



It you look caretully, you can see th« Prosictent thfou^h the front wincfshlold of the 
Umoualne as he i« hit by a buHet and begins to reeot (Mn». Kennedy's gloved hand 1$ 
seen supporting his (eft armk 


trying to hold his hair on ami his 
?dcull on. 

Usually, a head, hit from the rear, 
movi>4i forward; a head hit from rhe 
front, moves l>ackwards. A head hit 
from the front and side, moves back- 
svards and .sidewards. 

('an we l>e p<isitive'^ No we cannot. 
But there's another piece of him that 
can be view'ffcd a.s corrobf*rating evi- 
dence: the footage recorded on the 
other siiie of Elm. almost diagonally 
across from where Abe Zapruder 
stood. It vvas another film, tak- 
en by a byatander named Orville Nix. 
Now the property of UPT. it too went 
through “image enhancement." and 
what it shows is a lot of people throw- 
ing themselves down on the gi'assy 
knoll, a» if to get out oi the line of 
fire, and at least one motorcycle cop, 
splattered by brain matter, dis- 


.A vif'teran of “The Company's" lethal 
services branch, Angelton, in a line 
that might have sprung from the pen 
of a British spy novelist, said: “There 
were many rooms in the tnaiision. 1 
was not privY to w'ho struck John.’ 
“ViTto struck John 
Who would strike Jolm? 

Kennedy enu?red the Oval Office 
with more enemies than one might 
jrottsibly imagine. And he built on 
^‘fore the legendary Thousand 
Days were up, he and his brother 
Robert managed to alienate some of 
the moat powerful pressure! blocs in 
the country. 

White Bob Kennedy waged a war 
against crime with his Justice Depart - 
nieni Organized (.’rime Strike Foreea, 
his brother Jack took on the so-calletl 
'hnihtary-inriustvial complex" with as 
mtK’h xest m he encourage<i Defense 

4ngaar 
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Secretar>' Robert: S McNmrxara w re* 
asitiert civilian coritroi over the gen- 
erals in the Pent^gofi. He let it be 
known that he d^tenie with 

the enguieered the iirst 

workable nuirlesr test ban treaty: 
called for an end to the <then> 27*5 
percent oil depletion allowaneo. 
and in the third year of his reign, in- 
vikated that be would do what Nixon 
eventually dad d«--<ipen the door to 
Red Clama. ,-Vnd to make matters 
even worse, he decided sometinie in 
mid-l96;i that sending 15,000 ‘"advi- 
sors'* to Vietnam hadn't l>een mich a 
good idea after alb and ordered the 


but also hia brother Haul and tlwo- 
retician €M Guevara. Fiorini-bct ter 
known today as Frank A. Sturgis of 
Watergate fame— had joined Castro 
back in l?>67 m the Sierra Maeatre. 
largely at the uj^ng of former (^uban 
president <]Jarloa Frio Socsurds, who’d 
iHiseti overtJtrown by Batista in 194S. 
Fiorini had insUnuated himself into 
the Castro brothers’ confidence and 
told the CIA he wa» in a perfect posi* 
tion to do the job right. 

We don't know what the CIA's re* 
sponse was at the dmej but from Fio- 
rini s recent published eonfesaioiis, 
we’re told that if the CIA wasn’t in- 




W5D6. 


Standing In the doorway of the Toxas School Book Oopoaitory In th© hackground 
Is a man who hears a stnrtUng reaemhtance to the accused assassin, tee Harvey 
Oswald. At right Is a ciosaup of that same man. 


first 1.000 back by Christmas. 

But in bimhoght of what we’ve 
since learned, no one power bloc 
might have loometl as Large a nemeaia 
us that, of the Syndicate. Before Fidel 
Castro toppled Cuban strongman 
Pulgencfo Batista on New Year's Day 
of l$k>h. Havana was the Syndicate s 
befdtim: more than )uat a tuuhst 
mecca, it was the base for heroin ship* 
nienta to the U.S. .As long m Fidel was 
in power, the mob .stood t.o lose a lot 
of money. As far as they wx*re con- 
cerned. (IJaetro had to go. 

It now turtis out that as early as 
19o0. Prank Angelo Fiorini. a one^ 
time Syndicate employee in Havana. 
lH)m in Norfolk. Virginia, :i former 
I.I.S. Marine and Hagannab merce- 
nary during the tim 119491 israeli- 
Arab war, approache<l the CIA with a 
scheme to “hit'' not just FWlel Ci&Mro, 


terestiHl. tlie mob was going to go 
ahead: they offered him at least 
|1(K).»XX> to kill Castro. Possibly (he 
reaaun he didn’t was that he had by 
now become a CIA contract agent. 

1'he next thing we learn, the /ussas- 
filiation of Castro becomes an in- 
tegral part of (he itivasdon plane. T’be 
idea is not just to hit the beaches of 
Flaya Giron and march on Havana, 
but to take out E! Lidre Iveibre he can 
rally his 20,00t>man miiitUi> 

Meanwhile, in those secret jungle 
camps down in Nicaragua and Guata- 
tnala, the CIA oontinued training up 
to 2,D(H) “free” Cubans— including 
mme of the very same boys who, in 
1972. were at the Watergate: people 
like V’^irgilio R. Gon/:ales. Eugenio R. 
Martinez. Felip<* deDiegu. Bernard 
Barker, and our frtend Fiorini- 
.Sturgis. Their .superior officer was an 


American km>wn only as ‘'Eduardo’'— 
E- Howard Hunt. 

Shortly after Kennedy's in- 
auguration, the CIA confronted the 
new President with what was essen- 
tially u fait meompii: a complete in 
vasion "package’* consisting of a land- 
ing by V.oOO men, pre-invasion air 
cover by the U.S. Navy, and the Cas- 
tro asssaseination. Kennedy vetoed 
the air cover but did allow the CIA to 
send up two olieolete B-2^ bombers 
with Cuban markinss to bomb the 
Havana airport; he also strictly for- 
bade the Qmm> killing. 

**Eduardo,‘* of course, never l)oth- 
ered to inform the “free" Cubans of 
Kennedy's hardnosed position. And 
because the two B-2B bombers had 
missed knocking out Castro's T-;k1 jet 
hghters on the ground, the April 17-20 
Bay of Pigs invasion was a disaster 
from start to finish. The stragglers 
felt Kennedy had betrayed them; »o 
did the mob and many within the 
CIA, 

Badly burned by the disaster, and 
angry af his “advisera." Kennetiy 
vowed he would “break the CIA into 
a thousand pieces and scatter it,” He 
sent the FBI and Secret Service in to 
break up new CIA trajning camps in 
Louisiana and Florida. Possibly at 
this prhnt, >a>me within the CIA m 
well as those in CuIm remembered the 
mob's interest and willingness to kill 
Castro, because in 1972, a CIA-orga- 
nized hit team was 5Jent on to lla- 
vana— and vnm caught. 

Possibly for this reason, a few as- 
sa.ssinologists keep coming back to 
“that Cuban connection" in four 
sho<»iing». 

• Consider Lee Harvey Oswald and 
hi.s one-man New Orleans chapter of 
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee— 
whose addreas, curiously, was the 
same as that of the violently anti- 
Castro, E. Howaid Hunt-managed 
Cuban Hevolutionar>^ Council. 

• Consider the admission by Dr. 
King’.s accused slayer, dames Earl 
Ray. that a “blond Uitin” named 
Raoul gave him a new ID and money 
in exchange for running guns down to 
some Cubans in Memphis and New 
Orleans. 

• Consider the recent revelation that 
the man who may have actually 
killed Senawir Kennedy in Lo« Ange- 
les was not Sirhan hut a private secu- 
rity guard of possible Cuban extrac- 
tion. 

• .And consider, too, that within 30 
minutes after news of Gov. Wallace’s 
shooting had reached the White 
Hou,se, Charles Colaon ordered the 
White House “plumfiers"— including 
the Cubans— to Milwaukee to see 
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SHOULD THE R.F.K. CASE BE REOPENED? 


^ Former New York Congr«i?eman 
Altard Lowermtein and PsM Sohrade 
(one of the byatanders shot along with 
Bob Kennedy) are convmced that the 
investigation into the (ate Senator's 
murder should be reopened. The two 
have made the following state- 

menr 

' We are very troubled by questlone 
that have arisen dunng our eidensive 
inquirtes into the assassination of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy. TNs is an 
issue which we raise pubUciy with 
great reluctance, and only after more 
than a year of efforts to get explana- 
tions of serious gaps and inoonsisten- 
ctes from me authorities. The three 
most troubling problems are each 
separately disturbing. In combination, 
they are almost overwhelming: 

im How could only eight buileta have 
caused alt the bullet holes found 
after the shooting stopped? 

2. How can the eyewitness testimony 
about the location of SIrhan and hts 
gun be reconciled with the autopsy 

’I? V report? 

3. How can the apparent ballistic dif- 
ferences in the bullets found In 


Senator Kenr^edy s neck and Wil- 
liam Weisei’a stomach be recon- 
ciled with the notion that all bullets 
were fired from the same gun? 

“Our concern Is not a narrow legal 
one, SIrhan Sirhan was not an Inno- 
cent fe^slander Improperly imprisorted. 
He was In the pantry shooting a .22 
revolver at the time In question, and 
five persons were struck by bullets 
that he fired We believe, however, 
that the health of the Republic de- 
pends on finding out the whole truth 
about events that change its fortunes 
so profoundly. That is why we had 
hopBd the authorities, confronted with 
vital questions they could not ar>swer 
themselves, would have wanted to do 
everything possible to get to the bot- 
tom of the matter. 

■'That has not been the<r reaction, 
however, and we must now take these 
questions to the puWic, We believe 
everyone who becomes aware of the 
difficutty of squanng the evidence with 
the official version will Join us in in- 
sisting that answerable c^festlons be 
answered honestly, and that scientific 
evidence be assessed sclenitfically 
and Impartially 


what they could find m Arthur Br#?- 
mer's apartment. 

tn hwtor>’, prvsidenUal 

assassinations, successful or at 
temptetj. are usually the work of soli- 
tary" madmen with real or unegined 
cau^ies, Sekiom, if ever, have they 
becB the work of conspiracies. Sume- 
buw, in this countr>\ conspiracies are 
.u>en as. well, almost decadenciy Eurt>- 
peart. But here, the murders of Prea?i- 
dents Lincoln. Garfield and Mc- 
K inlev. the attempts on Presidem 
Theodore Hoosevelt in Ilf 12 and that 
on his cowin FDR in and even 
the al^rtwl Puerto Rican coup on 
Harry S. Truman in thesie were 
all tho works of disaffected, alienated 
men with a stated and oft-puhliciijed 
reason for their irrational act^. 

Vet Oswald, Ray, Sirhan and Bre- 
mer w^ere different. They nm only 
pnK.laimed their innocence but at no 
time Issued the kind of proclamation, 
manife.sto or declaration of intent to 
account for iheir madness. 

“Ail four shootings, ’ says (,^arl Og- 
lesby, an AIB theoretician, 'involve a 
lone, half-mad. disaiisocnated radical 
fuming in demented s<ditude, stalking 
his prey like in some cheap spy 
thniler. I^ach assaMin hm his diary. 
hm secret notes from the under- 
ground, and each, m far. ha.s been .d- 
leni--ijr in the caac*? of Oswald, has 
been .^^ilenced. Why?” 

FVofessor Richard H. Popkm of 
Washmgxon University in St Louis, a 
charter ;cs«aasiiu)lojd«t. says: '*What 
bothers me ia this ‘one-lone- nut “ fixa- 
tion. It's got the strangest daiimed 
stanrs in current political thinking, ft 
seems to lie an unchailengable axiom 
that each time a political figure is 
shot down, one man i» supposed to 
have done it. Forget the evidence. 
Only politicians can bti killed by soli- 
tary psychopaths. While the rest of us 
slobs-people like dock Yahlon- 
ski. or 'loey Gaiio—are always shot 
by a.ssadants, plural Also, look at the 
scandals— ITT, Watergate, the P^^nn 
Central, nursing home«. the Russian 
wheat deal. That’s OK, they're all 
conspiracit:.H. But we re supposi^ti to 
R‘coil from the po.ssibility tliat regi- 
tade could possibly involve mon^ than 
one nut. .And I think it was to save 
this mythology that the Warren 
Commission was created.’^ 

Premature Conclusions? 

The Warren Commission began 
with a preconceived conclusion it held 
to l>e “In the National Interest,," Not 
only that, the Commission reaiizeiJ, 
as indeed Lyndon Johnson realized 
when he set it up, that the story itself 
would not be half m important as the 


people who told it. While that's nor- 
mally the case with Presidential Com- 
mis,sions. it was more so here where 
not only chairman Earl Warren was a 
man of unquestionable probity, but 
where the six other commissioners 
were household names. 

In addition to Earl Warren, Sen 
alun? Rtussell of Georgia and Cooper 
ol K^Mitucky there was, of course, 
Gerry Ford, Hale Boggs and also 
former IJ..S. High (^'ommiasioner to 
Germany and ChaHe-Manhu it an 
banker John J. McCioy ,iud Allen W. 
Dulles, the man Kennedy kicked out 
of the ClA and who now would \m* a 
princstutl in chaining down rumors of 
hLs assassmatiun at the hands of. who 
knows? Russell is dead, m are Boggs. 
Dulles and Warren: Cooper is the 
U.S. Ambaesador to East Gennatvy. 
McCloy is back on Wall >Street and 
Fttrd is, of course, fhesident. 

On January 27, UXH, a month or so 
after being enipanelmi, the Commis- 
sion met in se^jsion. the minutes of 
which were held “Top ,Set."ret.'' It wa« 
only alter assasninologisf Harold 
Weinberg successfully sued the Jus- 


tice- Department under the 11N>0 Free- 
dom of Information Act that the 
courts, on June 12 last year, declassi- 
fied the proceedings. 

W’hat the record from those pro- 
ceetiings .sh«w,s is that the two inves- 
tigative arms of the Commission 
withheld vital evidtmee from the first 
day. 

The -“HKHeion began when General 
Coun.sel Lee liankin told the Com- 
mmion. ‘We do have a dirty little ru- 
mor that, is very bad for the Oimmis- 
sion, very bad for the agencies that 
are involved in it. and it must be 
wiped out.” 

fhat “dirty little rumor” vvas that 
Oswald wasn’t just an alienated, de- 
ranged ex -Marine who’d defecteil to 
the Soviet Union, taken a Russian 
bride and returned to Texa.s, there tn 
drift from job to job, turn Marxist or 
pro-Castro, and when nothing seemed 
to go right, shot the President. But 
that Oswald was (a) possibly a low- 
grade CIA operative and/or (h) cer- 
tainly a $2t)0"per' month FBI infor- 
mant. 

Neither the Commission, already 
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Senator Robert Kcmnocty fJ#or of Ihe Ambaaaador Hotel, 

a 0imahot victim. Only mom«ni$ baforot lift tlie where lie had 

celebrated hfea In Jho CaHtnmia prlffittwry with supporters. 


'in this connectioi\ iCj 

Ws^ could be easily raK^?r- wouf^i 

hesip immensety m 
lihifidenhafy problems: ^ 
i Tegst tire H53T?5. ${rhan qsaf^ 

2, Convene an iridepencierit gfc^tjp of 
baiHstics experts to conduct a new 
and lull study of the bullet ballistics 
&n6 wound baihstte. md to study 
and report on queaftons which haw ||T>^ 
beef' raised about both. "" 

3. Administer Neuifon Acttvatum Tests 
to determine the matalhc composts 
lion of all bullets and fra^ents of 
bullets that were recovered. 

4 Release (or conduct) a trajectory 
study to explain how bullets fired 
from Sirhan’s gun could have 
caused all me buM damaga m me 
f>antry 

Release the 10 volumes of the of* 
ficiai report of '‘Special Unit Sena^' 
tor" and permit reasonable accea&s: 
to other important items of evidence^ 

'in short, facts roust be determined 
tree of any dogged ppe*commilment to 
any theory. The circumstances of the 
Rcibeff Kennedy assassination must 
reHsjfcamined by disintereeted, quail* 
fled peofrfe. The bet^t way W resolve 
doubh? is ft> implement immediately 
the measures we have suggested.** 


committed to its “lone nut’* proposi- 
tion» nor th<? FBI, which at that time 
was broadening its sphere of oj>enj- 
ticm well fteyond its assigned purview,, 
could afford to let this *‘dirty little 
mmor” live. 

Rankin wanted the FBI to deny it. 
but Dulles insisted that wouldn’t be 
necessary; Hoover liad already denied 
any knowledge uf Osw'ald— although 
we learn that on June 3. lt^>. Hoo- 
ver had memoed the State Depart 
meat tliat an impostor might h»e using 
the passport of an American defector 
named Lc*e ‘* Henry * Oswald. This, 
nearlv tht^i years taefore Dallas! 

But Dulles waa argued down by 
Mcf'loy. who got the former spy -mas- 
ter to admit, if he were asked under 
oath whether so-and-so was a CIA 
agent, whether Dulles would lie. *‘Oh 
yes, ” Dulles answered. .A long dis- 
cussion then followed over how to 
confront Hoover with the “dirty little 
rumor’* without offending the man or 
challeniipng the sanctity of the FBI. 
Hoover denied the “dirty little ru- 
mor.** and that was that. 

Rankin ; “ Part of our difficulty [with 


the FBIJ iR tlml they Itave 
no problem. They have de- 
cided that it is Oswald who 
committed the assassina- 
tion. They have decided 
that no one else wm involveti 
They have decided. . . 
Russru, (imerruptingl **. . . they 
have tried the <%*ise and 
reached a verditft on every 
aspect.*' 

Bo it had, and none of the commis- 
sion menit>ers wanted to tangle with 
Hoover. In fact, the FBI didn’t even 
wail for the Warren Commission to 
get fully organized. Within two weeks 
after the .ihooling, it rushed to the 
Commission a 5- volume report. How- 
ever, rbe FBI report said nothing 
alw>ut a documented plot to kill JFK 
on a visit to Miami on November 18, 
five days before Dallas^ 

Nine months before the assassina- 
tion, Miami police chief, the late Wal- 
ter K, Headley rJr.., through under - 
cover cop C. H. Bapp, had managed 
to infiUrate a white hate group that 
wanted to kill Kennedy. Not until 
Detective Bergeanl Sapp got the in- 


crimmating hug into the gjv>up*s mo- 
tel room did the Secret act: 

they canceled a sc heduled motorcacie 
from the airport and tlew the Presi- 
dent U> Ilia speaking engugemtjnt by 
helicopter, ’fhe piot--ac€ording to 
Headley— involved the taking of a dis- 
assembled high-pt'wered rifle into an 
office building overlooking the pannie 
route, and having ‘*someone** picked 
up at the s<*ene, “just to throw the 
public off.^' 

In reviewing the W'arren Commis- 
sion’^ version some years back. The 
New Yorkers astute Washington cor- 
respondent Richard Rovere pointed 
out that its authors were never 
unanimous as the public 
behove, and what paruculai 
uatod him was how often the word 
‘*persuasive*^ appeared within the Re- 
port. **In characterizing the evidence 
on which its single, moat important 
conclusion rested, ” wrote Hovere in a 
foreword to Edward Jay Epstein's 
cririqueof the ('ommiaskm {'’Inquest,** 
Viking l^ess, N.Y. I9b5b **the strong- 
est word (the staff) could agree upon 
amtinued on page 64 
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KIU.INa THC KENNCDYS 

conUmufd from pafie 41 

wajii A word thti> could 

not upon waii "eomp<?Uing/ 

What is actually even more dis- 
turbing about the Warren Commia»- 
sion Report i» that it yeemed to pro- 
vide the modus operandi tor all the 
other mv«6itigations that followed. 

Death of a Senator 

Consider the death of Robert 
Francis Kennedy on June 5tlv m 
the kitchen pantry just off the Main 
Bailroora in the Hotel Ambassador. 
The official version would have you 
lH*lieve that Bob Kennedy was killed 
by a mentally-disturbed but sane 
Syrian, 

It took Loh Angeles docmneniary 
filmmaker Thetxiore Charach roughly 
five years to raise some djaturbing 
questions and two more years to pu? 
it all together on a film, titled The 
Second Gun. A working print of the 
film has Iwn quietly showm around 
tlu» country for the past year: it s still 
nut fmisbed. Nor ia the case itself. 

Bob Kenneiiy’.s killing is freaher hi 


people’s minds than that of hb 
brother. So we may spare the details 
of the events leading up to hxs pres- 
ence in the kitchen, shortly after 
making his CaJiforma Primary vie- 
tory spefx'h. and touch on the salient 

highlights. 

He m making his way through the 
pantry when, in front of him, the wiry 
little Syrian pops up, waving \m .22 
calibre Iver- Johnson » firing off all 
eight buikts in front of thing 
like 100 spectaiora. They all ‘<ee Sir- 
ban shm>t; they see the assistant 
maitre d’ (Karl Uecker) and 
veil Grier pin Slrhan to the steam- * 
table, wrenching his gun away. .And 
then they see Bob Kennedy, on the 
floor, shot in the head, dying. 

What they didn’t see, no matter 
how they te^itified, is Kennedy being 
hit. And that's the pivotal point on 
which Charach pins his research. Ik- 
cause ( I } although eight bullets were 
fired fn>m >Sirhan s gun, at lejist 10 
bullets OT fragnients were foumi, and 
(2) live autopsy by L, A. Coroner 
Thomas T, Noguchi found that the 
fatal bullet entered Kennwly's skull, 
in the back, ju.st l>elow the ear, from 
a distance of one inch, although Sir- 


ban wa,s obaervt^ to be firing from f>t 
front Of Kennedy. 

Dr. Noguchi found one fragmented 
bullet lodgeil In the brain, ami two 
'^bullet tracks’^ m the right armpit, al- 
most mnnmg parallel. One bullet 
lodged at the base of the neck, the 
Other posa^td through Kennedy, and 
possibly emlieddini itself somewhere 
in the va»t receeaes of the ceiling, U 
was never found. All three bullets 
were fired upwards, from right to left . 
biU'k to from. He also found a fourth 
bullet hole^m Kennedy’s left shoul- 
der pad. Wounded were at least five 
apectaiors, each of whom got at least 
one bullet taken out of them. Police 
lalx>ratory tests revealed that the 
bullet that passed through KenutHly’s 
.shoulder pad came from a different 
direction than the bullet that entered 
his bead and body: that bullet was 
sul)s<Hpientlv found, embedded in the 
wall. 

Noguchi found powder burns on 
the head wound, which meant that 
the muzxle was held fn>m one to three 
inchtfs away But accorpling to Karl 
Uecker and others who had pounded 
Sirhan to the table, the closest he 
ever come to Ketmedy wa« from two 
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ta seveti feel and I'rora the firont. So 
even if Kennedy had turned around 
to shake haud^ ’Mth a l^erto Rican 
husboy, as wixs brought out in the 
Sirhan trial, there was no way to ac- 
ciHint for the space gap between two 
feet and one mch distance. Birhan 
did not. get close enough to press the 
muzzle (d‘ hi« to Kennedy's head. 

Now^ Noguchi^ autopsy was con* 
firmed by tSeWayne Woifer, the act- 
mg Director of the LAPD Crime Lab. 
A mmt kiconvenient thing to have 
done, it turns out* because the proa* 
ecutiott wanted a conviction, and 
L,A, Chief of Detectives Robert. 
Houghton wanted to make sure that 
this would not bo a replay oi Dallas, 
Tbb time, Houghton vowed, he would 
not make it easy for ‘the clever 
people who stand bw^ to profn from 
the cry uf *conspinacy* to hook their 
theories to journalistic wagona before 
the Arlington Hoii is trampled. ’ 

Nevertheless, De Wayne Wolfer ei^ 
ther mixed up, bat or destroyed the 
ailegeii murder weapon. The W .22 
lisieti m the murder weapon at Sir* 
ban’s trial tExhihu »55) carried the 
serial number H-1S602, It tunied out 
to be the Lab tt tost gun whkh. a year 
later, was rermrted to hnve been acci- 
dentally destroy e<l by the LAPD. And 
vital sj>ectrographic evidence that or- 
dinarily would have linked the Svrhan 
bullets to the fragments lodged in 
Kennedy’s brain wore “miaplaced’' 
wh^n DeWavne Woifer was moving 
hw d(*sk. 

By 1970, at which point the Birhan 
case had beer\ closed for a year ami 
the accused assossm safely tuckeri 
away. Ted Charach tracked down 
William H. Harper. Harper i» a 
highly respected ballistic expert, con- 
sultant to the Pttsadena Police De- 
partnumt, and has followetl the Sir- 
han trial closely. Harper is also the 
CO- inventor of a unique microscopic 
testing device cailed the Ballhutan 
camera, which finds tell-tale signs 
that ordinary spectrographic terh- 
nique,*? ofum misa. It didn't take him 
long to find a wealth cd di»<?repanaes 
in the official l^PD baliistics re|xirt 
For example. Exhibit #54, the bullet 
removed from the abdomen of by- 
stander William WeiseL did not 
match Exhibit Jr47, the btiilet that 
was l<Klge<i in Kennedy's neck. Clear- 
ly. there is proof of a second gun. 

It was newsman Don Schulman 
who told Charach about ’‘Thane Eu- 
genio Cesar,” a mmrity guard. Appar- 
ently, the Ambassador Hotel claimed 
to have l>een short ol se<vUrity help 
that night, so a call was made to the 
Ace Security Guard Company of Van 
Nuya to send over a man. Assistant 


maitre ’d Karl Uecker does not re- 
member making such a call- The Ho- 
tel .shows no record of such a request 
ever having iy&tn made. Now, with 
Harpers conclusion in mind. Charach 
tried to hnd Mr. Cesar. He did. 'Fhe 
guard mid he had no use for the Ken- 
nedya, ”I voted for Wallace in the Pri* 
maty/* be saki ^'because Kennwiy 
wanted to above them minority 
groups down our throat. When .some- 


body does that, you either vote him 
out or take things into your own 
hands/* Cesar discui^d the night at 
the Ambassador. He was standing 
!*Ughtly behind and to the right of the 
Senator as he walked through the 
pantrVv 

Did Cesar ever own a .T27 Yes, be 
did, he told Charach, but He »old the 
gmix When? ’*Ob, back in February of 
HS, to .‘somebrKiy in the nudwesi, for 
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PATHOLOGISTS CALL FOR INC^PEJCIENT REVIEW 
OF ALL JFK ASSASSINATION EVIDENCE 


Th« Warw cams to ttt® ca«^u«oo a s(u9sisft. bolt*^- 

tion riHe coutd not &o foioa<i«d, ansrf m Joss than two and on«-haif 

seconds< that wounding of botif tft« Ptosidant and Govomor Connalfy in loss than 
mat period erf time had to b« accounted for wtth or^ bullet. If ttna 'aingie buHei" the- 
ory is therefore disproved, the cornm^m must be drawn that more than one person 
eas firing at the Presidermat motorcade prt November 22. 

Three major cnticisme erf the single bullet theory have been made by Or. Cyril 
Wecm> Obnrfteri oi Alleghei^ County, and the fliiei forensie pathologist outside the 
government to tse allowed access to any autat»sy evidence, 

1. The buHet> ' eommission Exhibit is ae^: in have entered the tight 

side of IheT^resident'a back, exited from the ®t the level 

oi ^e knot <rf hie tie. and then entered the i^de of Goverrior Connelly's back, 
there to breitit a hb. exit from the Governor s rlg^ dh his right wrist to shat- 
ter the dlstalT^usL and finally exit thigi Tet that same 

bullet, which In its pnsiine opn^tlOh would weigh from 1^1 to 1 61. S grains* ‘weighed 
1S9 grams when recovered, An experienced forensic expect a 
bullet that had done a« this to h^ had a loss of substance much fn excess of 1,5 
pefcem,'* Wechi says; 

2. The upper two-thirds of the three-om.-iong bullet show no grossly v^ble defor* 
mines* ‘‘This Is not the appearance of a bullet that has struck and 

bemes. parhcuiafiy the whst isone^’' w 

5, h the Single bullet came from the sixth floor of ■ the Oepoelb^i^;;^ C>dmmission 

saidr It woiild have had fo come at an angle of about 10 degrees from the dghi as 
well as from above and behind the President This mea«^ that the bullet entering 
Kmmedy -s beclc would have had to take a sharp upward angle to exit ms neck, and 
then, after leaving hie body* would nave had to make an acute angular turn in midair, 
around the left-side of the Presidenfs tie. go hack iemmi the right, and enter the 
Governor's back cart the far r^gm 'I? 

What is the evidence far the “aingfe butlef * theory? According to Wecht. the Presi- 
dent's back/threat woimd was mver trac^ duririg the autopsy to determine the 
route me bullet took through ms pathologist deems ‘'incompre- 

hensible. ' Furthermore, Smough recer^^^ released FBI Laboratory p»p^ have 
hinted that specialized nejutfen acbvation analysis of the feutlef h^agments was j 
made — an analysis which could establish whemer me compo^hon o1 the ffS^nent 
taken trom Connally's wrist differed from that o^ cr 390 or any <rf the 1rag* 
ments—fh^ie results have not been relecsedv Finally, tissue slides made during the 
President's autopsy, wmch might detmmm whether the wounds were wounds of en- 
trance^ heve disappeared along wrfh #ie Presld^mt's m'alr^^ ^ way. was also 

never sectioned aher the autopsy to track the bullet path). 

At a recent press conference, Wer^t end two other eminent forensic scientists— Gr , 
Pobert Joiing, currer^t preESident of the Academy of Forensic Sciences, and Professor 
Herbert MacDonnellv at Elmira College m New Tork- 

presented a readubon sign^ by four former Presidents of the Academy calling for 
full disclosure of Sii the medical and scientittc evidence in the assassinatfon They 
also called for the appointment of an indapani;tea0i^a»l scyenfisfa tp rie- 

view this evidenca for Dublic disclosure 

■ If the Warren Commisston‘$ conclusions ar^ correct, the ewderree could only put 
to rest any lingering suspicions alx>ur the assai^nation. 


iiRi^en bucks/' it tunu- our chat th« 
man to whom sc^ld tJii* gu-h Ts- 

porU^ it .stoien, ctnd in re|x:iftma ttic 
litiift to thc‘ pnlKV. (?‘h«rar,h leurrHvi, he 
avt^r a InU c4 auie> acknowk^dg- 
im ths^ \>nm. Bui dntc- mad. 
Svptijmber three morifhs after 

the kMlini*, suve-n montk^ alter Cesar 
mid he .«oid ihe guzi. 

Anof hei‘ NN^iUveas in the paritTV that 
day wii& Rkharrl l..ul>k% an mdvpuu* 
dent TV producer. In a 
paper interview, Lubic said he 
dropped to the lliK>r when the shiKit- 
ing htarteil. ami Kennedy fell at hi« 
feet. 1 wiia on the floor, looking to 
mv left ami in back <>i' me/' be 
ijuofed AA sayini^, ‘I s>aw another gun. 
The gun wa>- |>oinf:ed in a downward 
and it was held by a guy in 
an Ace Guard uniform. 1 didn't see 
him shoot. ' 

Those who claini to l)e conversant 
vvirh the L.A, underworld now A»ay 
that Cesar at one time worked a 
security guani in Las Vega;^: r^oine say 
they liave run mto him at La Cmia. 
tlu- spa near San Diem that wits de- 
vel»>ped with Syndicate .money by 
Moe [)aiitzj, a l*anaky <'o«^ot'iati.> If so, 
Cej?ar's pm around to avsk, .After Har 
per-ii Magfi/jne publu^hed an article 
on The Second (}un thi^ pa^t <faiiuary. 
Ceear dkappeared 

Looking back, then, we see eome < u- 
nous jiattenvs emerge— and >>ome new 
theories that are oertainly w<yrth in- 
vestigating. 

The Tact remaiiih. a« one ,«usei- 
QtdugisT put :i recL-ntly. that The tet 
three eUntiomH in this country were 
(ieevded b\ bulletS; lutt baitoi,>. 

t’on^idm' flue: 

John K- Kennedy m kihed in Daliais 
ami ts ii^ucceeded by Lyndon B. -John- 
sou. who le then elected on own 
with an iin(>reee<iented landslide plu- 
rality of L5 million votes. But bofere 
he can run for his set ond term, he an- 
nounces his alxlication. Ptiur days 
laior. Dr Martin Luther King m 
killed, .-^»uing off riots in the urit>an 
ghettLH*s. wiiere the leading Denu>- 
cratu, Louiender. Rohert P. Kennedy^ 
w furg.mg his unlikely coahtnm of 
white iilieralSv angry blacks azid hard 
bars. ITic mantle talk to Huliert H. 
Hirmphrey after Bobby m killed, and 
ihe law-and-order candidate. Rschurd 
M Nixon, soueeks 'by Hum|ihjrey, who 
cannot shake off the Viemum 
tross inhented from LBJ. Four years 
Nison':' only viable fhreaf., the 
unlikely lom hi nation of George 
McGovern and Oorge VVaIbce vot- 
ers, is cimventeiitly removed ai a 
Maryland shopping center 

No wonder the A.»>sassinat ion 
Movement has l>ecome a f.'hihlren s 
t'rusiide. similar to the one that 


started on ihe college campuses ami 
helped pry us out of the Asian 
quagmire. 

T/he pLHjple who are now leading the 
protest, who are agitating the loud^^t 
for a reo}iening of the Dalte c«ise, 
also happen to In? the most alienateti 
of our voters 'I'hey are now so suspi- 
cious of govern me null mstitutions 
that we may very well tie in for a long 
succe^ision of mmnritv pri-sidenfs. 
During the 74 Congi'<^ssional cam- 
paign, after plumping so iiard to re- 
duce the voting ag«s, only 21 mrvent of 
the newly eligible id- to 2f)-year-olds 
Ikithered U> vote. 

As the Aiisa.ssi«itfio« Information 
Bui’oau purs it in ds liesi Bicen- 


tennirtles^c “An elemental clearnsnig of 
the political process is an esiiential 
first .step if the fieoplLe in the U S art* 
to have any chance of rt-eslabhahing 
The nile of lavv in a Lountry that now 
seems im^afiablt* of coping with evo- 
nomk recession, domestic I'cprefssion 
and foreign triiangler’.ients/’ 

Or as one 24» year-old assassination 
activist put it. in proper English. 
'Tot's cut out the Bicentennial bull- 
shit until you tell us who kilieil JFK. 
Because we don't believe what we've 
been tfdd .so far. 'rhe oftkdai versions 
of what happeneri don't fit the events. 
And if we can’t get at the truth, then 
at least we'll know that the American 
Dream is actually a nightmare.'' • 
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